
What Is Claimed Is: 



*3 h 1: A virtual learning system having one or more input or output devices for effecting 

interactive communications with the learning system, and a video display terminal for gr^hical 
5 depiction of the system response to the input devices, wherein the interactive communication is 
prompted by one or more user initiated inputs, the improvement comprising: 

a) means for processing information generated by a use/ Df the virtual learning 
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system; 

b) means for displaying on said video disoj^y terminal information generated 
by the vertical learning system in response to the information generated by the user; 

c) means for presentation by the^er in audible or video form inquiries regarding 
the information observed on the display termir 

d) an electronic library of answers to inquiries which commonly arise from 
viewing the information; and 

e) means f6r the recognition of the user's inquiry and rendering via the output 
device from the libraryyfoe answer most closely related to at least some of the words and their 
sequence as presepfed in the inquiry. 
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A virtual learning system in accordance with Claim 1, wherein said information 
derated by said user includes audible information. 
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gijfr 3 A virtual learning system in accordance with Claim 2 ' wherein said informatipr 

generated by said user includes video information. 

4. A virtual learning system in accordance with Claim 3, wherein there is further 
5 included means to monitor the educational process of said user of said virtual^rning system. 

5 A virtual learning system in accordance with Clairrytf wherein said monitor means 
further includes means to modify said virtual system learning environment based on progress of said 
Q user. 
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9 6. A virtual learning system in accordance with Claim 1 , wherein said virtual learning 

III system provides for access to remotely stored educational material which may be accessed and 
H displayed by said virtual learning system in response to the educational progress of said user. 
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15 ;p. 7 a virtual lemming system in accordance with Claim 1, wherein a virtual image of a 

human appears on th/video display terminal and is synchronized with the audible presentation of 
the answer from^ne electronic library. 

4. A virtual learning system in accordance with Claim 7, wherein said virtual image of 
20 a'human is a teacher. 
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9. A virtual learning system in accordance with Claim 8, wherein said teacher appears 
in a classroom setting. 



10. A virtual learning system in accordance with Claim 1 , wherein said'virtual learning 
system, in response to said audible or video information, will display the questions posed by the user 
of the system. 
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11. A virtual learning system adopted to proyjde a child of limited knowledge with 
immediate audible virtual answers to inquiries that the/child may have when observing images on 
a video display terminal, the system comprising: 

a) a computer having ai/output terminal provided with an audio speaker; 

b) an electronic libfary associated with the components in which is digitally 
stored answers to commonly asked inquiries resulting from observation of images on the video 
display terminal; and 

c) /means, including a voice recognition unit in the input of the computer, acting 
to recognize disjract words and their sequence pattern of a child speaking into the unit, whereby 
certain wocds and their sequence prompt the computer to scan the library to find the specific answer 
most /fosely related to the inquiry and when a match is found, audibly presented to answer to the 
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*S*i> 0LC^ 12 ■ The virtual learning system in accordance with Claim 11, wherein a virtual image 

a human appears on the video display terminal and is synchronized with the audible presentation of 



the answer. 



13. The virtual learning system in accordance with Clain^f, wherein the human is a 



teacher. 
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14. The virtual learning system in accordance with Claim 13, wherein said teacher 



i s n appears in a classroom setting. 
3 
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15. The virtual leaning system in accordance with Claim 1 , wherein the presentation by 
the user is in audiblefbrm. 

The virtual learning system in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the means for 
ignition of the user' s inquiry is in word recognition. 
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